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END OF SUMMER ─ This is the last of these pages for this summer. I’ve not written often or read much of note this summer. Who knows whether I’ll do better when we return to Corvallis? We’ll likely be closed up here by the 12th. I’ll leave you with just a few of things I wanted to write about.

Muslims have been in the news and are now maligned much as Catholics were over a century ago. 18 percent of Americans think the President is a Muslim. (I was afraid he might be a Southern Baptist!) 99% of the 18% don’t know anything about what the Muslim faith is. The world suffers from ignorance people have about the faith (or lack there-of) of other people. Has anyone objected to the fact that the present Miss USA is a Muslim? 
Interfaith Seminaries ─ Claremont School of Theology has raised a fuss in its parent Methodist denomination (which withheld funds but later recanted) and praise from most others, for its plan to form a multi-faith university and seminary featuring Christian, Jewish and Muslim studies for religious professionals. They join Pacific School of Religion at Berkeley which has a long-time relationship with the Graduate Theological Union that includes Catholic, Protestant, Unitarian, Jewish, Islamic and Buddhist studies. It’s encouraging to think of religions as studying with one another instead of fighting. I don’t mind being an alum of both schools.
Great Baptist Dies ─ Robert Bratcher who translated the Bible “Good News for Modern Man,” later called “Today’s English Version” was separated from the fundamentalist Southern Baptist denomination for declaring his scholarly opinion that “contending that belief in an inerrant Bible is idolatry and intellectual dishonesty.” In case his point was not understood he added: “No truth-loving, God-respecting, Christ-honoring believer should be guilty of such heresy.” When the American Bible Society also dismissed him, the United Bible Societies, made up of 145 individual Bible societies, made him a consultant and spokesman. Sometimes it is a badge of honor when institutions reject you. He died at 90. Most scholars I read think he was a truth-teller. (Christian Century, 8/10/10)
John Dominic Crossan ─ If you are at all current in religious scholarship you’ve heard of him. Some call him “the world’s foremost Jesus scholar.” I first heard and met him in Corvallis at the Jesus@2000 gathering of scholars. Many of us in the NW will hear him at the annual Turner Lectures in Yakima October 4 and 5. Jean and I, along with Paul and Mary Pritchard will be there.

Troops are coming home from Iraq. The last combat troops of the Stryker Brigade touched down at McChord AFB not far from here. We see those giant transports coming and going from time to time. It’s nice to see them coming rather than going for a change.
Just How Stupid Are We? A book by Rick Shenkman. His title is the clue. We ─ The People  ─ are plenty stupid. Even with potential instant access to Internet, we are ill-informed about facts and heavily loaded with commentary and opinion. Apparently all it takes are multi-million dollar commercials to tell us what to think. That’s stupid.

First Thursday Night Moment of the new season is scheduled for September 23. We have a local constituency that meets about once a month during the academic year at our home. This is the home base for Moment Ministries and provides what structure we have. It is a time for fellowship centered on a potluck supper, music, sharing and some kind of input from me. In addition we have a pre-Christmas Sunday brunch (around Advent), a Christmas Eve service downtown at the Old World Deli and Pub, and Easter at Inavale Farm. 








─ Art Morgan, Labor Day 2010
